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MARY FORREST

Twclve members  of the Group
assembled on the evening of 12 May
at the Boyne Valley Hotel in Drogheda for
the start of the Group’s tour (12-17 May,
1996). Our first visit the next day was to
Mount  Usher at Ashford, County
Wicklow, where the owner of the garden,
Mrs Madeleine Jay, welcomed us. John
Anderson, the Head Gardener was our
guide. Originally laid out by Edward
Walpole in the 1880s on the site of an old
corn mill, the property expanded to 8ha
(20 acres) along both banks of the River
Vartry. Planting along this most significant
feature of the Robinsonian style garden has
been continuous since the early years.
Magnolias such as ‘Charles Raffill’ and M.
kobus were over, but the ground cover
Trillium,  FEuphorbia,
Solomon’s seal and bluebells, was a delight.

beneath  them,
Camellias are well represented in the
garden and an unusual archway was
formed by C. ‘Alba Simplex’ and the
curious fishtail cultivar, C. x williamsii‘CF
Coates’. Beyond Michelia doltsopa, which
was in full flower, is the Azalea Walk. Here
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colour was only beginning to show on the
many fiery orange cultivars, but other
rhododendrons were in flower, such as R
yunnanense, a much photographed R
macabeanum and a large specimen of R,
maddenii, subsp. crassum, a wonderful
foliage shrub, with large flower buds. Over
the river is an attractive association of R.
Loderi’, R. ‘Luscombei’ and R. barbatum.
rhododendron
Headfort, Co. Meath, vatiously named R.

A pink-flowered from
laxiflorum and R. annae, brought out the
reference books and keys before we had to
leave for lunch at Hunters Hotel, Rathnew,
an old coaching inn with a delightful
garden.

The next garden we visited, Kilbogget,
Killiney, Co. Dublin, is a small one, packed
with interesting plants. Laid out by the late
Sydney Maskell in the late 1940s, it is now
owned by Mis Troughton-Smith. A
striking  feature  is  the  apparent
spaciousness of the 0.8 ha (2-acre) site, due
to the judicious positioning of plants, the
island beds and meandering paths. The

many small rhododendrons included R
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impeditum, R. calostrotum and R. “Temple
Belle’, The species in flower included a
good blue form of R. augustinii, a mid-pink
and R
aberconwayi. Hybrids in flower were R
“Yellow Hammer” and R. ‘Idealist’. Hidden
among other shrubs was an unusual form
of R. thomsonii with dark red calyces. This
plant had originated at Shelton Abbey, Co.
Wicklow. At the end of our visit Mrs
Troughton-Smith

form of R davidsonianum

kindly — gave s
refreshments, after which we returned to
our hotel at Drogheda.

The next day Mrs Sally Walker
welcomed us to Fernhill, Sandyford, Co.
Dublin, and led us around this Victorian
garden of some 16 ha (40 acres). The
garden, with its formal kitchen garden,
shrubberies, laurel lawn and many conifers,
contains many features typical of this
period. The Broadwalk, laid out about
1860, is
giganteum

heterophylla

lined with Seguoiadendron
(Wellingtonia),
and  Cedrus

Interspersed among these trees are several

Tinga
atlantica.

large specimens of R. arboreum, one of
which has been registered as ‘Fernhill
Silver’. Mature Beech and Oak provide
shade for the many rhododendrons planted
1934 when the Walker family
purchased the garden, including R. keysis,

from

R. hodgsonii, R. macabeanum, R. falconeri
and R. maddenii. R. genestierianum (KW
20682) was laden with seed capsules from
last year but was having an ‘off year’ and
was not in flower. A collection of dwarf
Glendoick rhododendrons planted by the

Royal Horticultural Society of Ireland to
commemorate Mr Ralph Walker was in full
flower.

The National Botanic Gardens at
Glasnevin, in Dublin, were established in
1795 by the Dublin Society (now the Royal
Dublin Society) and one of the major
events of last year’s bicentenary was the
opening of the restored Curvilinear Range
of glasshouses. These were constructed
between 1843 and 1869 by Richard Turner
in his foundry in Dublin. Turner also
constructed the Palm Houses in the RBG
Kew and Belfast Botanic Gardens. The
Group was shown the new collection of
Vireya rhododendrons donated by the
RBG Edinburgh and planted a few weeks
earlier under the direction of Robert
Mitchell of Edinburgh. The plants were
displayed so as to show their wild habitat.
Some were in flower, including R
suaveolens, a tall shrub with tabular white
flowers, R. pauciflorum, with a spreading
habit and pink campanulate flowers, and R.
retusum with a neat compact habit. Two
particularly striking plants  were R
aequabile, with orange tubular flowers and
glaucous foliage, and the epiphytic R.
macgregoriae  with  butterscotch  yellow
flowers. The perimeter of the glasshouse is
devoted to hybrid Vireyas, including ‘Bobs
Choice’, ‘Our Marcia’ and ‘Sweet Beatrice’.
Out of doors

Rockery included R. williamsianum, a neat

rhododendrons on the

dome-shaped plant, R. augustinii and R.

cinnabarinum subsp. concatenans, and, in

the Millfield, R. arboreum ‘Sir Charles
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very good spray of R. wardii from Exbury.
Classes 15, 16 & 17. No entries.
Class 18. Any species of subsect.
Edgeworthiia or subsect. Maddenia
(Maddenii — Alliance & ciliicalyx —
Alliance). Grown in the open or otherwise.
One  spray.
Nymans, the only entry, gained first prize.

R johnstoneanum from

Class 19. Any species of subsect.
Maddenia Alliance &
megacalyx — Alliance). Only one entry, but

(Dalhousiae -

what a pleasure to see Dr Jacks R
dalhousiae — quite a feat to bring it from
Scotland and stage it in such good order to
achieve first prize.

Class 20. Any species of subsect.
Triflora and subsect. Heliolepia other than
R. augustinii. One spray. Fight vases made
a colourful impact on the show bench: in
first place was R rubiginosum from
Swansea, followed by R. rigidum (seen also
in Class 1) from Nymans; Third was R.
desquamatum from Exbury.

Class 21. R. augustinii. One spray. A
very good large-flowered form from
Exbury was ahead of the second prize from
Swansea. A smaller, but a clean, well-staged
entry from Dr Drayton came third.

Class 22. Any species of subsects.
Cinnabarina, Tephropepla or Virgata. One
spray. The only entry of R. cinnabarinum
was not quite fully out, so second place was
awarded to Exbury.

Class 23. Any species of subsect.
Campylogyna, subsects. Genestieriana or
Glauca. One spray. Two interesting species
were shown, one being a pleasing R.

68

glaucophyllum  tubiforme, and a R
tsangpoense var. pruniflorum both from
Nymans, first and second respectively.
Class 24. Any species of subsect.
Lapponica. One spray. Of the six entries
the judges sclected a R. cuneatum F27119
(although

achroanthum in

number refers to
the handbook) from

Nymans as their first choice, with R

this

scintillans a close second from Exbury, and
Dr Jack in third place with a R. lapponicum.

Class 25. Any species of subsects.
Saluenensia or Uniflora. One spray. No
award as the R pemakoense was not
considered ro be true to name, and a vase of
R. uniflorum was not developed.

Class 26. Any species of subsect.
Scabrifolia, One spray. Six entries, with
Major T Spring-Smyth gaining a first with
a very prim R. spinuliferum. Second place
was awarded to the R spiciferum from
Exbury, just pushing Swansea into third
place with their R. bemitrichotum.

Class 27. Any species of section
Pogonanthum or subsect. Lepidota. One
spray. Four entries with two awards being
made. A first for Nymans for a dainty spray
of R primuliflorum with E G Millaiss R
primuliflorum ‘Doker-12’ in second place.

Class 28. Any lepidote species not
mentioned above. One spray. No award to
one entry.

Class 29. Any species of section
Vireya. One truss. Only one entry, but one
which demanded close examination and
was greatly admired, was Mr G A Hardy’s
R. christianae, with deep yellow-orange



flowers. A good first prize.

Class 30. Any species of deciduous
azalea. One spray. First and second prizes
gained by Swansea with R. quinguefolium
and R. schlippenbachii, both in very good
condi-tion. Third was Exbury, with their
own ‘Five Arrows, a clone of R
quinguefolium.

Finally, may I say what a pleasure it
was to see two Rhododendron Nurseries
exhibiting with a well-staged range of
plants. The old-established Millais Nur-
series of Farnham illustrated the value of
rhododendron foliage — e.g. R montro-
R

surrounded by flowering groups including

seanum, kesangiae, R. protistum,

The Main Rbhododendron Show: Species

R. hippophaeoides ‘Habashan', R. ‘Susan’, R.
‘Lem’s Cameo’, R. ‘“Taurus’, R. calostrotum
and an interesting form of R. imperator —
which we will no doubt see again.
Matthewman, from West Yorkshire, apart
from specializing in the more compact
rhododendrons also specialize in Sweet
Peas! Their exhibit included Rbododendron
‘Princess Anne’, R ‘Dora Amateis, R
‘Phalarope’, R. ‘Carmen’ and a very flori-
ferous R. ‘Shamrock’, all nicely displayed.

ARCHIE SKINNER #s a member of the
Rhododendron and Camellia Committee
and was until recently in charge of Sheffield
Park. He is now a freelance consultant

69







































BoOk REVIEWS

(94

The New Zealand Rhododendron Asso-
ciation, Bulletin No. 84, 1996, 88 PP- 9
pages of colour photos.

The Bulletin is a useful compendium
of articles giving information on subjects as
various as plant associations, fragrance in
rhododendrons
rhododendrons in containers. There is an

and how 0 grow
account of the New Zealand organized
expedition to East Nepal with detailed
notes on the rhododendrons and other
species seen. Ross Wilson’s analysis of the
many forms of R. arboreum and its hybrid
cultivars which have long been grown in
New Zealand gardens is of interest in its
comparison with other good red species
used by hybridiss. The many pages
devoted to branch activities show how
widely grown is the genus and how popular
amongst gardeners. The colour photos are
of high quality. The Editor, Mrs Kathryn
Millar, is to be congratulated. Her British
friends will be sad to read of the death of
the former editor, Joyce Waters,

CP

The Dunedin Rhododendron Group
Bulletin, No. 23, 1995. 84 pp. plus

coloured photos.
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e

How lucky New Zealand is to have
two national publications of such quality
devoted to the genus. The 1995 Dunedin
Bulletin has several articles of more than
local interest. Margaret Cameron describes
vividly a three-week visit to Yunnan on
territory much of which is familiar to
British readers of our Year Book. She
illuscrates her story with some beautiful
photographs.

An account of the work of David
Tannock, a pioneer horticulturist, by
Phyllis Warren is reprinted from 1976 and
describes his legacy to the Dunedin
Botanic Garden, the flora of New Zealand
and the Dell named in his honour. Visitors
from the US write of their impressions of
New Zealand Gardens. Of international
interest is the article by Dr Melva and Prof.
William Philipson in which they recount
the
classification, anatomy and history of the
The their
publications covers more than a page. The
Editor, himself

contributes useful notes on R, thomsoni:

their lifetime researches into

bibliography  of

genus.

Brent  Mackenzie,
and R. hodgsonii, both species popular in
New Zealand.

Cp



Per M Jorgensen, Rhododendron: i det
Novske arboret pa Milde (The Norwe-
gian arboretum at Milde), 1966. 264
pp- Many coloured photos. English
summary.

In this book Professor Jorgensen, the
Director of the Norwegian Arboretum at
Milde Bergen, the

collections there. The arboretum contains

near describes

200 species and 400 cultivars, which may
seem surprising, but is due to the proximity

Boek Reviews

to the sea and the influence of the Gulf
Stream. In fact the climate is only a few
degrees colder than Scotland. In 1987
Bergen declared itself the City of the
Rhododendron.

There

English summary and a great many

is a short but informative
excellent coloured photographs, enough to
make a visit to the arboretum a very

attractive proposition.
CP
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